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practice. Japanese children, like Chinese, must pass
at least two years in studying mere letters or signs
before the process of reading may be said to begin.
The study is intensely hard, much harder than any-
thing known in our schools, and involves the exercise
of memory only. The result is, that among the literary
men of Japan we meet with wonderful instances of
learning There is a work entitled the Koshi, S&bun,
which is a great compilation of all the myths and
early legends of Japan, made in the year 1812 by the
learned HIRATA ATSUTANE. "It is said," accord-
ing to SATOW, " that he composed the three volumes
of the text and several volumes of the introduction
without opening one of the books from which his
materials were drawn." In fact he had been many
years employed in what we may call writing it on his
brain Every sentence of it was in his mmd before he
touched a pen, and his authorities were, so to speak,
hung up before his eyes, and not stowed away in
pjaces whence they might or might not be recalled
when wanted.

"What man has done man may do." What was
done of old by our Aryan ancestors or their sons can
be done by us. The art of printing should have been
our staff; we have made of it a crutch, and used it till
we cannot walk without iK There is no reason why
man in gaining so much from science should not also
regain all his own strength which has been lost.

I have intimated that the radical defect of our pre-
sent system of elementary education lies in our teaching
the pupil too much at once. Thus a boy of let us
say eight years, set at the Latin grammar, is expected
to train or develop his memory, his pronunciation,